
King County offers the livestock owner 
a temperate climate with lush spring 
grasses, hot summers and wet winters.  
While all of these elements have their 
benefits they can also cause a lot of 
problems for the livestock owner.  The 
lush green pasture can be too rich for 
some animals and cause illness.  The 
hot summers mean the grass stops 
growing while the weeds continue.  
The wet winters can cause excessive 
mud and create drainage and run off 
problems.  The impact of each of these 
situations can vary greatly depending upon the knowledge and 
management style of the livestock owner.  Accurate, useable 

information is needed as more people 
without a livestock background 
choose to own livestock, and as land 
restrictions and regulations impact how 
the land can be used.  The number of 
people keeping small livestock in their 
backyards is also growing.  WSU  King 
County Extension Livestock Program, 
in partnership with the King County 
Livestock Program and the King 
Conservation District, offers technical, 
timely information to livestock owners 
through  workshops, short courses,  

educational booths at community events, and through 
trained Extension Livestock Advisor volunteers. 
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Farm visit to Bullock Farms Romneys in 
Enumclaw.      Photo R. Reinlasoder

Program Mission: 

To help livestock owners make informed decisions, by promoting animal 
health and sustainable land and water management.

2005 Year In Review 
This year the Extension Livestock Program underwent some changes in order to continue to meet the needs of  livestock 
owners.  Rather than focusing our educational efforts on program volunteers, we instead brought educational workshops and 
events directly to the livestock owners and landowners in rural King County.  Below are some of the highlights:
• The program team held focus group meetings with Extension Livestock Advisors, program partners, and the King County 

Agriculture Commission and used the results of these meetings to restructure the Extension Livestock Program for 2006.
•  Hands-on workshops were held throughout the county:
   • Pasture Bullies: Weed Workshop for Rural Landowners - Maple Valley
   • Hay! It’s What’s For Dinner! (and breakfast, and lunch...) - Issaquah
   • Farm Health and Safety Measures - Kent
   • Disaster and Emergency Preparedness for Livestock Owners - Kent
• Two Εxtension Education Events focused on livestock topics:
   • Hay! It’s What’s For Dinner! (and breakfast, and lunch...) - 40 attendees
   • Household Hens: Raising Chickens in Your Backyard - 50 attendees
•  A series of events showcasing composted livestock manure as a garden 

resource reached more than 200 landowners, farmers, and gardeners in 
King County.

•  Twelve Extension Livestock Advisors took part in the fourth annual Small 
Farm Expo (1000+ attendees) by staffing an educational booth, giving 
goat milking and packing demonstrations, displaying heritage turkeys, and 
assisting with event coordination.

•  Extension Livestock Advisors logged over 750 hours assisting King and 
Pierce County residents with livestock questions.

Success! 
• The Extension Livestock Program 

reached over 1200 King and Pierce 
County residents in 2005.

• Manure workshops were endorsed on 
air by radio personality and organic 
gardener Carl Elliott on the June 22, 
2005 segment of “Weekday”, broadcast 
by 94.9 f.m. KUOW.

• The Extension Livestock Program has 
been restructured for 2006 and will 
now include quarterly short courses 
aimed at new livestock owners.



 

Bringing Research-Based Information to Livestock Owners in King County
Program Plan for 2006
As a result of focus group meetings held with Extension 
Livestock Advisors, King County Livestock Program 
staff, and King Conservation District staff, the Extension 
Livestock Program has been restructured for 2006.  
Historically the Program has consisted primarily of 
Extension Livestock Advisor training, continuing 
education, volunteer placement in projects, and 
volunteer support.  Based on feedback we received, 
the program will now focus more on direct education 
to livestock owners and potential livestock owners.  
Volunteers are encouraged to continue their education 
by participating in and supporting these efforts.  A 
calendar of events has been drafted for the year which 
contains both one-time events, and fee-based quarterly 
short courses for those interested in more extensive 
training.

2006 Calendar of Events
January • Fencing For Livestock: Best Type for Your   
    Situation

  • So, You Want To Be A Livestock Owner Short  
    Course: Part 1
  • Artisan Cheese Making Workshop
February • Determining Hay Quality and Nutritional   
    Value
March  • Small Farm Expo
April  • Caring for Livestock Short Course: Part 2

May  • Hay Farm Tour: Meet the growers, see the   
    production, learn from the experts
June  • Managing Animals to Avoid Negative   
    Impacts: Manure Short Course: Part 3

September • Managing Animals to Avoid Negative   
    Impacts: Wildlife Short Course: Part 4WSU Soil Scientist and “compost guru” Andy 

Bary demonstrates using compost in the garden at 
Kelsey Creek Farm in Bellevue.      Photo G Cook
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Extension Livestock Advisor Judy Bevaart demonstrates how 
to milk a goat at the Small Farm Expo.    Photo K. Kroha


